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Kaveic 6ev daivetal va E€pel mOooL pUEG xpeLalovtal yLa va XaUOYEAAOEL KATOLOG.
Karmoteg mny£g Aéve 17. ANAoL uttootnpilouv OtL eival mepimouv 12. AAG evtog Tou
AleBvoug Kivnpatog EpuBpou Itaupou kat EpuBpag HuwosAnvou ¢pnuoAoyeital otL
Eemepvouv ta 7 816, YN pia aAAn évvola dnAadn ta okAnpad epyaldpeva HUAAQ Kal
ol HUEG TwV Tepimou 12 ekatoppupiwyv umaAAnAwy Kat eBeAoviwy pog.

Ayarnnto mPoowriko, ayamnntol e6gAoVTEG: auTO To Kelpevo ameuBbuveTal dpeoca o€
€00C.

KaBe pépa, ouvepyaleoTe e ATOUA TIOU QVTLUETWTI{OUV TIC XELPOTEPEC OTLYHEC TNG
{wNC TouG- KPLOELG, TIOAEUO KOl KATAOTPOPEC. ELOTE OL TPWTOL AVTATIOKPLTEG Kol Ol
TMPEOPRELC TNG MPWTING YPAUUAG Tou Kivpatog EpuBpol Itaupou kot EpuBpdg
HuwoeAvou. H auvavopevn Suvapn kal €mikowwvia PE TO Maykoopo Siktuo
ETUTUYXAVETOL XAPWV OE €0AC: O OAO TOV KOOUO, Ot emikivbuveg Kal aotabeig



TLEPLOXEC, N OUSETEPN, avefapTnTn Kol OEPOANTTN avOpwILOTIKN) Spdon £XEL TN
peyaAutepn mbavotnta va avtamnokplOel oe autouc mou Bplokovtal og avaykn.

Tnv Naykooula Huépa EpuBpou Ztaupou kal EpuBpdg HulwoeAnvou, Ba BéAaue va
000G EKOPACOUE TNV EVYVWHOOUVN HOG KAl TO OTL EILOOTE UTIOXPEOL OE E0AC YLO TO
€PY0 KOl TG UTINPECLEC IOV IPOCDEPETE.

To va KAVEL KATIOLOG QUTO TIOU €0€lG KAVETE dev elval eVKoMo. Elote ekteBelévol oe
anel\ég Kal oe emBEoelg. KaBe xpovo, mpoowriko kal €BgAoviég tou Kivrpoatog
EpuBpol Ztaupou kot EpuBpdg HuloeArivou okotwvovial. Mag OTOLXELwWVOUV Ol
adeleg BEoelg mou adrnvouv iow TouG.

MapoAa autd to €pyo cuve)iletal. Epyaleote o€ OAO KAl TILO TIOPATETAPEVEG KPLOELG,
pe e€alpetikd mepimAokn Suvaulkn. Nvwpilete otL oL AvBpwmol otoug omoioug
npoodEPeTe TIC UTNPeoieg oag O6ev avilpeTwmni{louv SUOKOAEG KATAOTACELG YLa
UAVEG, aAAG yla xpovia. KiL opwg elote ouvéxela SimAa toug. AmO tnv emnelyovoa
SloowoTikr BonBela PEXPL TA TTPOYPAUMOTA AVAPPWONG KAl AMOKATACTACNG, L0TE
eKel.

Elote otn Zwunmaumnoue, eknmaldevovtag aypoTteg otnV Ktnvotpodia, o€ £va aypoTIKO
oUOTNUA, TO OTOLO EMITPEMEL OTOUC KAPTOUC va avBiotavtal mopd Tt SUOKOAEG
ouvOnkeg, onwg Enpaoiec N MANUUUpPeG. Elote oto MMmaykAQVTEG, TTAPEXOVTOG OTLC
YUVOLIKEC KOl oTa Kopitola NAlakoUc dpakoug, TIOALTIOUIKA evaioBnta pouyxa Kot £i6n
OTOULKNC UYLELVAC YL VO QTTOTPEYPETE TNV ATOUOVWON KOTA TNV EQUNVOoppola. Elote
otnv Koota Pika, ekmatdevovtag okuAld va cwlouv avBpwroug and YKPEULOUEVEG
umoSouéC 1 KatoAwoBnoels. Eiote otn Zupia, Omou MPETA amo TOANATIAEG
npoonaBeleg, 46 ouvodeieg doptnywv T oOmMoila HeETADEPOUV  EKOTOVTAOEG
OlKOYeVELlaKA OEpata Kal TPOUNROEeleC aTPKOU UALKOU, €dtacav eV TEAEL O
mANnBuaopoU¢ tng AvatoAlkng MNkouta.

AUTEC oL LoTopleg elval yepateg Kalwvotopia Kat auBevtikotnta. Asixvouv emiong
nooco epyalovral ol avbpwmot tou Kwnuatog EpuBpou Itaupol kot EpuBpdg
HuloeAnvou yla va BaAouv Tov avBpwIto oTo MIKEVTPO TNC avOpWTLOTIKAG Spdonc.
Ynootnpllete KOWOTNTEC Vo WOTE yivouv ¢opeic TG SIKNC TOUG ATTOKATAOTOONG.
Oftete T yvwon oog otn Slabeon NG KowotnTag, Wote N dla va yivel o duvartn
HaKpOTIpOBETAL.

Me moAAOUG TPOTOUG, TPOOTAOEiTE va PNV QVILUETWTI{ETE 00O TPATTETE WG
60UAELd, Kal auTO eival To €60¢ avISLOTEAELAG TTOU EKTLMOUE, AUTO TO KOO tabog,
HETAEL €vOG MAnBuopol téoo Sladopetikol mou Kavel to Kivnud pag toco
HOVaSLKO.

Y€ aUTOUG ToU Aéve OTL 0 avBpwILopUOG €xeL eBavel, Toug dwoate 12 ekatoppupLa
napadelyparta yloti kdvouv Aaboc.

Kal auto ival onwodnAmote KATL yLa To omoio a&ilel va xapoyeAAE.

EuxaplotoUe.
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Nobody seems to know how many muscles it takes to smile. Some sources say 17; others
argue that it's around 12. But within the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement, rumor has it that it’s over 7 billion. Or, the hard-working minds and muscles of
almost 12 million staff and volunteers.

Dear staff, dear volunteers: this text is addressed directly to you.

Every day, you work with people facing the worst moments of their lives - crises, war and
disaster. You are the first responders and frontline ambassadors of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement. The growing strength and reach of our global network is because of
you: around the world, in dangerous and unstable places, neutral, independent and
impartial humanitarian action has the best chance to reach those most in need.

On World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day, we want to voice our gratitude for your work,
and our indebtedness to your service.

Doing what you do isn’t easy. You're subject to threats and attacks. Every year, tragically,
Red Cross and Red Crescent staff and volunteers are killed. We are haunted by the empty
spaces that they leave behind.

And still, the work continues. You work in increasingly protracted crises, with extremely
complex dynamics. You know that the people you serve are no longer in tough situations for
a couple of months, but for years. And yet, you accompany them. From urgent, life-saving
assistance, to recovery and resilience programmes, you are there.

You are in Zimbabwe, training farmers on keyhole farming — an agricultural system that
allows crops to withstand harsh conditions like droughts or floods. You are in Bangladesh,
providing women and girls with solar torches, culturally sensitive clothes, and hygiene items
to prevent isolation, including during menstruation. You are in Costa Rica, training dogs to
rescue people from collapsed structures or landslides. You are in Syria, where after multiple
attempts, 46 truck convoys, bearing thousands of food parcels and medical supplies, finally
made their way civilians in Eastern Ghouta. You are in Gaza, offsetting power outages by
providing people with portable batteries to charge their phones and emergency lights.

These stories are full of innovation and originality. They also show how much the Red Cross
and Red Crescent Movement is working to put people at the centre of humanitarian action.
You are supporting communities to become agents of their own recovery and their own
resilience. You are putting our expertise at the community’s disposal, so that the community
itself can become stronger for the long-term.

In many ways, you’re trying to work yourself out of a job — and it is that kind of selflessness
that we treasure; that shared passion, across so diverse a crowd that makes our Movement
so unique. To those who say that humanity is dead: you’ve given them 12 million examples
of why they’re wrong.

And that’s definitely something worth smiling about.
Thank you.


https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/2018/03/16/meet-zimbabwes-smart-farmers/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/2018/02/13/monthly-help-women-rakhine/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/2018/01/12/saved-by-a-nose/
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/syria-first-batch-essential-aid-reaches-people-trapped-eastern-ghouta
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/haircut-by-candlelight-gaza-in-photos

